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example, the single axis is a longitudinal axis running along
aninterface between the display component and the base. The
portable computer may further comprise a scroll wheel dis-
posed at least partially about the longitudinal axis. In one
example, the display component comprises a display screen,
and the scroll wheel is configured to permit a user to manipu-
late content displayed on the display screen.

Another embodiment is directed to a method of automati-
cally orienting content displayed on a portable computer. The
method comprises rotating a display component of the por-
table computer about a longitudinal axis running along an
interface between the display component and a base of the
portable computer, detecting a degree of rotation of the dis-
play component relative to the base, providing a signal rep-
resentative of the degree of rotation of the display component,
and automatically configuring an orientation, relative to the
longitudinal axis, of the content displayed on the portable
computer responsive to the signal.

According to another embodiment, a portable computer
comprises a base unit, a display unit including a display
screen configured to display content, an orientation sensor
which detects an orientation of the display unit relative to the
base unit, and a display orientation module which orients the
content displayed on the display screen responsive to the
orientation detected by the orientation sensor.

Another embodiment of a portable computer comprises a
base, a display component rotatably coupled to the base such
that the display component and the base are rotatable with
respectto one another about a longitudinal axis running along
an interface between the display component and the base, the
display component including a display screen, and a scroll
wheel disposed at least partially within the base and rotatable
about the longitudinal axis, the scroll wheel configured to
permit a user to control at least one of operating parameters of
the portable computer and content displayed on the display
screen. In one example, the scroll wheel is configured to
permit the user to adjust a volume of sound produced by the
portable computer. In another example, the screen is config-
ured to display at least one of a plurality of modes of content,
and the scroll wheel is configured to permit the user to select
a mode of content for display by the portable computer. The
portable computer may further comprise one or more navi-
gation buttons that may be used in conjunction with the scroll
wheel to control aspects of the portable computer and dis-
played content.

According to another embodiment, a portable computer is
configurable between a plurality of display modes including
a laptop mode and an easel mode, the portable computer
comprising a base, a display component rotatably coupled to
the base and including a screen which displays content, and a
scroll wheel accessible in each of the plurality of display
modes and configured to permit a user to manipulate at least
one of operating parameters of the portable computer and the
content displayed on the screen. In one example, the scroll
wheel is disposed at leas partially about an axis of rotation of
the display component relative to the base.

In another embodiment, a portable computer comprises a
base, a display component including a screen configured to
display content, a hinge assembly configured to rotatably
couple the display component to the base and to permit rota-
tion of the display component about a longitudinal axis run-
ning along an interface between the display component and
the base, and a scroll wheel disposed at least partially about
the longitudinal axis.

Still other aspects, embodiments, and advantages of these
exemplary aspects and embodiments, are discussed in detail
below. Moreover, it is to be understood that both the foregoing
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information and the following detailed description are merely
illustrative examples of various aspects and embodiments,
and are intended to provide an overview or framework for
understanding the nature and character of the claimed aspects
and embodiments. Any embodiment disclosed herein may be
combined with any other embodiment in any manner consis-
tent with the objects, aims, and needs disclosed herein, and
references to “an embodiment,” “some embodiments,” “an
alternate embodiment,” “‘various embodiments,” “one
embodiment” or the like are not necessarily mutually exclu-
sive and are intended to indicate that a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment may be included in at least one embodiment.
The appearances of such terms herein are not necessarily all
referring to the same embodiment. The accompanying draw-
ings are included to provide illustration and a further under-
standing of the various aspects and embodiments, and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification. The
drawings, together with the remainder of the specification,
serve to explain principles and operations of the described
and claimed aspects and embodiments.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various aspects of at least one embodiment are discussed
below with reference to the accompanying figures, which are
not intended to be drawn to scale. Where technical features in
the figures, detailed description or any claim are followed by
references signs, the reference signs have been included for
the sole purpose of increasing the intelligibility of the figures,
detailed description, and claims. Accordingly, neither the ref-
erence signs nor their absence are intended to have any lim-
iting effect on the scope of any claim elements. In the figures,
each identical or nearly identical component that is illustrated
in various figures is represented by a like numeral. For pur-
poses of clarity, not every component may be labeled in every
figure. The figures are provided for the purposes of illustra-
tion and explanation and are not intended as a definition of the
limits of the invention. In the figures:

FIG. 1 is an illustration of one example of a portable
computer, according to aspects of the invention, in a “laptop”
configuration;

FIG. 2 is a view of the portable computer of FIG. 1 in the
closed position;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the exterior of the bottom of the
portable computer of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the portable computer of
FIG. 1 in the easel mode;

FIG. 5 is a side view of the portable computer of FIG. 4,
illustrating the adjustable angle of the easel mode;

FIGS. 6A-C are diagrams illustrating different positions of
the portable computer of FIG. 4 in easel mode;

FIG. 7A is an illustration of a portion of the portable
computer of FIG. 1 in the laptop mode, illustrating a hinge
assembly according to aspects of the invention;

FIG. 7B is an in illustration of a portion of the portable
computer of FIG. 1 in the easel mode, illustrating the hinge
assembly according to aspects of the invention;

FIG. 8 is a diagram of one example of the hinge assembly
of FIGS. 7A and 7B;

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional diagram of a portion of the hinge
assembly of FIG. 8, taken along line 9-9 in FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is an exploded view of the hinge assembly of FIG.
8;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of one example of a portable
computer user interface architecture, according to aspects of
the invention;



